
Protec ons Under Fair 
Housing Laws 
Federal fair housing laws protect your right to 
live in the place of your choice. They prohibit 
discrimina on on the basis of a person’s race, 
color, na onal origin, religion, sex/gender 
(includes gender iden ty), familial status 
(children under the age of 18 in the family), and 
mental or physical disability.  

California state laws include addi onal 
protected classes, prohibi ng discrimina on on 
the basis of age, ancestry, ci zenship, sexual 
orienta on, immigra on status, primary 
language, marital status, source of income, or 
any other arbitrary reason. 
 
 

Wheelchair accessible 
Se habla español 

Noí ếng Việt Nam, xin goi 
(415) 847‐2747 

 

Our Mission  
To ensure equal housing opportunity and  educate      

the community on the value of diversity in our 
neighborhoods. 

 

Note: This material is based on work supported by the Department of  
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under FHIP EOI Grant       

FEOI1900399. Any opinion, findings, and conclusions or           
recommenda ons expressed in this material are those of the                     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of HUD.  
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How You Can Help 
Make a dona on  
Your gi  can ensure equal housing rights  
for our residents. Go to our website, 
www.fairhousingnorcal.org, and click on ‘Donate’. 
 
A end an event 
Visit our website for the current schedule of events. 
 
Host a program 
Schedule a fair housing training, outreach 
workshop, school or other educa onal program. 
 
Volunteer opportuni es 
Become a candidate for our Board of Directors or 
help with fundraising, marke ng, website design, or 
other areas of exper se. Student and legal interns 
are welcome. 
 
Become a fair housing tester 
Conduct civil rights inves ga ons that help   
uncover housing discrimina on, through our 
complaint‐based or systemic tes ng. 

Signs of Possible 
Discrimina on  
 

 You are denied housing or harassed in your 
current home because you are a member of a 
class protected under fair housing law. 

 You are treated worse than other tenants due 
to your race or the race of your guests. 

 You are charged a higher security deposit 
because you have children, or you are steered 
to certain parts of a complex. 

 You are asked for a green card when applying 
for an apartment because of your perceived 
na onality. 

 Your prospec ve landlord tells you she/he 
doesn’t allow more than 3 people in a two‐
bedroom unit. 

 You have a disability and are denied a request 
for a reasonable accommoda on to have an 
emo onal support/service animal. 

 You experience sexual harassment from your 
landlord or his/her staff. 

 You experience domes c violence and your 
landlord asks you to move out for causing a 
disturbance. 

Programs and 
Services  
For Renters: Intake, fair housing counseling, 
inves ga on, media on, and assistance in 
filing complaints; assistance with reasonable 
accommoda on requests for people with 
disabili es; complaint‐based fair housing 
tes ng    

For Homeowners: Foreclosure preven on 
educa on and counseling 

For Homebuyers: Pre‐purchase educa on and 
counseling  

For Housing Industry: Fair Housing training, 
conferences, and resources  

For Community: Fair housing educa on and 
training, Affirma vely Furthering Fair Housing 
and affordable housing advocacy, and systemic 
inves ga ons of discrimina on  

For Children: School programs that celebrate 
diversity: storytelling, and poster and poetry 
contests 
 
 

Service Areas 
We are a full‐service fair housing agency 
providing varying levels of service in the 
coun es of Marin, Solano, and Sonoma.  
For more informa on, visit our website at 
www.fairhousingnorcal.org. 
 


