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Manifest Destiny: “American Progress”



(Indian) Indenture Act

In 1830, President Andrew Jackson 
signed the Indian Removal Act which 
led the forced resettlement and near 
decimation of many American Indian 
tribes. 

In 1850, the California territory 
became a state of the Union. The 
gold mining frenzy had stripped the 
land of its natural resources. Robbed 
of their natural food sources, 
California's Indians raided mining 
towns and white settlements for 
food, setting off a chain reaction of 
brutal retaliation. 

• An Act for the Government and 
Protection of Indians
(California Indian 
Indenture/Slavery Act)
Adopted 1850, Expanded 1860, 
Repealed 1863.



Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882

• Many Chinese came to the U.S. in 1849 
during the Gold Rush; Chinese laborers were 
also recruited in large numbers in the 1860s 
to build the railroad. While tolerated initially, 
animosity toward Chinese increased as gold 
became scarce. They were physically 
threatened and driven from the mines and 
restricted to Chinatown enclaves, as in San 
Francisco, working in low wage jobs in 
restaurants and laundries. 

• The Act prohibited "skilled and unskilled 
laborers and Chinese employed in mining" 
from entering the country for ten years 
under penalty of imprisonment and 
deportation.

• The Act was the first significant law 
restricting immigration into the U.S



(First) Anti-Japanese Movement, 1906-1908



Jim Crow Laws

From the 1880s into the 1960s, a 
majority of American states enforced 
segregation through "Jim Crow" laws 
(so called after a black character in 
minstrel shows). From Delaware to 
California, and from North Dakota to 
Texas, many states and cities could 
impose legal punishments on people 
for consorting with members of 
another race. 





The Ku Klux Klan

• This white supremacist 
vigilante group formed after 
the Civil War with the 
purpose of denying 
education, voting rights, 
economic opportunity and 
the right of self defense to 
Blacks. The group engaged in 
cross burnings, lynching and 
other forms of violence. The 
Klan slowly disbanded by the 
turn of the century, only to 
be reconstituted in 1915.









Japanese removal
On February 19, 1942, President 
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 
9066, which resulted in the 
forcible internment of 120,000 
people of Japanese ancestry into 
War Relocation Camps. More 
than two-thirds of those interned 
under the Executive Order were 
citizens of the United States, and 
none had ever shown any 
disloyalty. These people were 
forced to abandon their 
businesses, their homes and, in 
many cases, their families …. The 
Japanese-Americans suffered 
severe economic losses, personal 
humiliation and, in a some cases, 
death, due to this relocation.



Japanese Internment

The War Relocation Authority was 
created to administer the assembly 
centers, relocation centers, and 
internment camps, and relocation of 
Japanese-Americans began in April 
1942. Internment camps were 
scattered all over the interior West, 
in isolated desert areas of Arizona, 
California, Utah, Idaho, Colorado, and 
Wyoming, where Japanese-
Americans were forced to carry on 
their lives under harsh conditions. 









Restrictive Covenants

Throughout the country, deed 
restrictions or restrictive 
covenants were used to keep 
Blacks and other minorities out 
of segregated neighborhoods.  
In 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that such covenants were 
not legally enforceable in a 
court of law.







Health Effects of Gentrification
• The Alameda County Public Health Department 

in Oakland, California, found "that the overall 
impact of gentrification on the displacement of 
current residents has been enormous, forcing 
the community’s largely African-American 
demographic to either move out amidst 
skyrocketing rent prices or attempt to weather 
the storm and stay put. The costs to these 
residents, stated the report, have been reduced 
psychological and social well-being, increased 
stress, financial uncertainty, shifting community 
structure, and the loss of vital health and social 
resources."

• Researchers in New York City found that rapid 
gentrification was associated with higher pre-
term birth rates amongst African-American 
women.

• Other studies have shown that gentrification 
"significantly affect low-income children and 
limit their access to educational resources."





June 2015 publication Cover Photograph Source: 
http://marinretailbuzz.blogspot.com/2011/10/marin-gateway-shopping-center-
lands.html





Cover Photograph Source: Robert Campbell, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Digital Visual Library







Afeni Shakur appears in 2011 on the red carpet at the Tupac Shakur 40th 

Birthday Concert Celebration in Atlanta, Ga. AP Photo — Ron Harris

Tupac’s mother Afeni Shakur dies in Marin

Marin Independent Journal, May 3, 2016



NY TIMES ARTICLE:  THE LONELINESS OF BEING BLACK IN SAN FRANCISCO 

July 20, 2016



The End (until the next wave of displacement begins).
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