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Important Work To Be Done

FHANC Mission

• To ensure equal 
housing opportunity 
and to educate our 
communities on the 
value of diversity in 
our neighborhoods.

Citizen Enforcement



A Wave of Change

George Floyd Breonna Taylor



This Year Is Not Like Last Year

• New Racial Justice Programs and Policies

• Public Pronouncements by Pundits, Politicians, 
Athletes, Entertainers, and Entrepreneurs

• A New Congress and a New President

• Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
who understands fair housing law and is 
committed to its enforcement



New Conversations

Religious Thought and Action Scientific Research and Practice



Bystanders Become Upstanders

New Spheres of Education -
WNBA

New Songs and Slogans – Mickey 
Guyton



Ripples Become Waves

Individuals Groups



The Long Fetch of Waves



Jones v. Mayer, 1968

• “…just as the Black Codes enacted after the Civil War 
to restrict the free exercise of those rights were 
substitutes for the slave system, so the exclusion of 
Negros from white communities became a substitute 
for the Black Codes. And when racial discrimination 
herds men into ghettos and makes their ability to buy 
property turn on the color of their skin, then too it is 
a relic of slavery.”

• Justice Potter Stewart

•



Long Waves of Our Own



Housing at The Heart of the Social 
Order

• Asset Accumulation

• Exposure to Environmental Hazards

• School District Attendance Zones

• Concentrated Poverty

• Policing Violence, Municipal Fines, Fees, Debts

• Isolation from entry level jobs, fresh food, 
stores, health care



Fair Housing Act 1968



A Law Designed to Be Weak

• HUD Could Investigate But Not Initiate

• 30 Days to Investigate Cases

• No Enforcement Power for HUD – conference, 
conciliation, persuasion

• Plaintiffs had to bring cases quickly and prove 
discrimination on their own

• Damages Limited to $1,000 



Trafficante v. Metropolitan Life

Dorothy Carr Paul Trafficante



Weakness Becomes Strength

• Because HUD has no enforcement power

• Only the Attorney General may sue, and only 
for a pattern or practice

• Housing Section of DOJ less than 24 lawyers

• “The main generating force” must be private 
lawsuits with citizens acting as: “private 
attorneys general in vindicating a policy that 
Congress considered to be a high priority.”



The Waves We Ride

Ruth C. Porter Gail Cincotta



The Fair Housing Action 
Cycle

Litigation

Legislation

Administration

Investigation

Education

Organization

Mobilization

Implementation



A Wave to Ride or a Rip Current to 
Fear?



Rip Currents and Tsunamis



No Ordinary Time

• “We live in an age of the abnormal, an age of 
monsters, an age of the strongmen, the 
devastation of humanity, the ache of decent 
people.”

-- Vijay Prashad

• Calculated Cruelty 

• Hate, Hurt, Fear

• Overt Racism



Fast Violence



Slow Violence



Housing at The Heart of the Social 
Order

• School District Attendance Zones

• Tax Revenues and Expenditures

• Poverty

• Pollution

• Policing

• Transportation isolation from entry level jobs, 
fresh food, stores, health care, mortgage and 
insurance redlining



Muhammad Ali

The fight is won or 
lost before the 
bout, away from 
the ring, far from 
the sight of the 
witnesses through

• Training

• Sparring

• Planning

• Being Ready



A Wide Range of Possibilities

• Municipal Underbounding – Modesto, Moore 
County (NC)

• Sexual Harassment – Omaha, Scotland County 
(NC), Morgantown (WVA)

• Anti-Immigrant Hate Crimes – Shenandoah, 
PA

• Environmental Racism – Zanesville, OH

• Re-entry of Incarcerated Neighbors – Grand 
Rapids, MI (49507) and Madison, WI



New Ways of Seeing



The Destructive Logic of Discrimination

Discrimination is

• Artificial, Arbitrary, Irrational

• Misallocates Resources

• Squanders Talents and Abilities

• Impairs Social Cohesion

• Creates Concentrated Poverty



An Unequal Economy Harms Everyone

• Societies with inequality have higher 
incidences of

• Violent Crime

• Infant Mortality

• Mental Illness

• Use of Illegal Drugs



The Ideal and the Practical



Social Cohesion

• 1.  Promotes Mutual Recognition and Respect

• 2.  Creates Shared Responsibility for solving 
problems

• 3. Affective support and inclusion lessens 
wear and tear on metabolic systems

• Deepens capacities for democratic 
deliberation and decision making



No One Is Coming to Save Us



Keep Moving



End of Talk

Start of Questions



What Time Is It?

• Oppositional conjuncture

• An even that exposes the meanness and 
mendacity of those in power

• Injury and insult that requires a response

• Need to refuse unlivable destinies

• Invention of new democratic ideas, initiatives, 
and institutions



New Remedies

• Enforcement and Augmentation of Fair 
Housing Laws – Collective Injury – Health 
Hazard

• Disparate Impact Lawsuits Against Mortgage 
Lender and Insurers

• Inclusionary Zoning, Eviction Protection

• Asset Building Programs, Fair Banking

• Community Land Trusts



The Contagious Nature of Freedom


