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PolicyLink is a research and action institute dedicated to 
fostering equitable communities of opportunity by 

lifting up what works. 



What Equity Is? 

• Full inclusion of all residents in the economic, social, and 
political life of the region, regardless of race, ethnicity, age, 
gender, neighborhood of residence, or other characteristics 

• Achieving equity requires a strong commitment to 
partnerships that result in real change for the better, in the 
lives of people. 

• Theory of Change - equity investments are not ‘charity’.  Equity 
is smart strategic investments in our most valuable capital – 
human beings. 
 

 

3 



What does equitable housing policy look like? 

Equity, the just and fair inclusion of all, is at the center of the 
PolicyLink mission. 
 
Equitable housing must be more than affordable; it must also 
connect workers and residents to the jobs, schools, services, 
and community assets that will enable them to thrive and be 
healthy. 



Characteristics of Neighborhoods and Regions of Opportunity 

All residents: 
• feel safe and possess a sense of belonging 
• are fully able to participate in the economy 
• contribute to the readiness for the future 
• connect to support, assets,  resources and opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

Strong equitable regions: 

• Cultivate economic participation and mobility through place  
investments and  connectivity 

• Foster readiness for the future 

• Ensure all communities are communities of opportunity 

 

 

 



 

“We shall seek social justice by working to expand 
choice and opportunity for all persons, recognizing a 
special responsibility to plan for the needs of the 
disadvantaged and to promote racial and economic 
integration. We shall urge the alteration of policies, 
institutions, and decisions that oppose such needs.” 
 
Part One the American Institute of Certified Planners Code of Ethics, “Our Overall Responsibility to the Public,” section F 
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Government’s Responsibility to 
Foster Equitable Communities for All of Its Residents  

  



Government Innovation: New Federal Rule Promotes Foster 
Equitable Communities for All Residents  



Why the rule is important 



Bay Area leading the nation in demographic change 
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Rental Housing Burden by Race 



Bay Area Metro Area: 2012, the White population living in high poverty 
neighborhoods  0.56 percent, Black population at 3.17percent. 
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Neighborhood Poverty 



Bay Area Metro: In 2014, among All public schools, 25.25 percent of 
students of color were in high-poverty schools while  2.9 percent of 
white students were. 
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School poverty  
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The rule is important for the economy 

 
Inequality is bad for the economy 

According to the IMF, lower inequality results 
in faster and more sustained economic 
growth. 

• A 2011 study analyzed over 100 countries 
and found that every 10 percent increase 
in income inequality increased the length 
of a country’s growth cycle by 50 percent. 

• A 2014 study found lower inequality is 
correlated with faster economic growth. 

 

 

Source: Andrew Berg & Jonathan Ostry, International Monetary Fund 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2011/sdn1108.pdf
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2014/sdn1402.pdf


“IMF study finds inequality is damaging to 

economic growth” 

“Income Inequality May Take Toll on Growth” 

Source: Washington Post, New York Times, The Guardian, and The Economist.  

A growing consensus 

“Income inequality hurts economic growth, 

researchers say” 

“Inequality v growth. Up to a point, redistributing 

income to fight inequality can lift growth” 

The rule is important for the economy 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/income-inequality-hurts-economic-growth-researchers-say/2014/01/24/cb6e02a0-83b0-11e3-9dd4-e7278db80d86_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/17/business/economy/income-inequality-may-take-toll-on-growth.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/feb/26/imf-inequality-economic-growth
http://www.economist.com/news/finance-and-economics/21597931-up-point-redistributing-income-fight-inequality-can-lift-growth-inequality


The rule is important for the economy 

United States: In 2012, the economy would have been 
$2,137.33 billion larger if there had been no racial gaps in income. 



The rule is important for the economy 
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In the Bay Area: In 2012, the economy would have 
been $116.95 billion larger if there had been no racial 
gaps in income. 
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Putting it into Context 

The Ghost of History 
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Putting it into Context 
The Ghost of History 
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Putting it into Context 

Not Really Ghosts - History Continues Today 

Redlining & Recent Subprime Lending in Cleveland 

15.4% 

24.0% 

35.2% 

54.1% 

14.7% 

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

A B C D Not Rated in
1940

Housing Indicators by 1940 HOLC Rating 

High-Cost Rate Foreclosure Rate Vacancy Rate

High-Cost Loan Rate

60.1% - 81.4%

40.1% - 60%

20.1% - 40%

0% - 20%

1940 HOLC Map

Security Ratings

A

B

C

D

Industrial



Source: David Horsey / Los Angeles 
Times 

Not Really Ghosts - History Continues Today 

Putting it into Context 

 



How did we get here? 



AFFH: Piloted in 74 Regions 
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• All Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grantees produced a 
Fair Housing and Equity Assessment (FHEA) using HUD provided and  
local data 

• The FHEA provided a historical and cultural context for current fair 
housing challenges, highlighted the legacy of land-use decisions, 
investments, and policies that may have limited or enhanced 
opportunity for different parts of the region. 

• Grantees examined regional access to opportunity based on an 
analysis of the following components: 
o Segregated Areas and Areas of Increasing Diversity and/or 

Racial/Ethnic Integration 
o Racially & Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty (RCAPs and 

ECAPs) 
o Access to Existing Areas of High Opportunity 
o Major Public Investments 
o Fair Housing Issues, Services, and Activities 



Baltimore 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFH Piloted in 74 regions, the rule shows promise 
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AFFH Piloted in 74 regions, the rule shows 
promise 

Metro St. Louis Fair 
Housing 
Assessment 
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TRANSPORTATION FUNDING FORMULA REVISED TO REFLECT EQUITY 
PRIORITIES 
 
Minneapolis- St. Paul, MN:  The Metropolitan Council changed their 
federal transportation funding formula for the first time in over 20 
years to prioritize projects that provide benefits for vulnerable 
populations and those in racially concentrated areas of poverty. The 
new equity criteria will affect about $150 million in federal 
transportation funds and help mitigate the displacement and other 
negative impacts of gentrification  
 

AFFH Piloted in 74 regions, the rule shows promise 



Equitable Housing Policy Proposals for California 

• Robust anti-displacement strategies 
• Incorporate anti-displacement protections into state infrastructure 

investments. 
• Redevelopment Protections – Incorporate tenant protections into 

Redevelopment 2.0/Infrastructure Finance Districts/other community 
development programs. 

• Prohibit Source of Income/Section 8 Discrimination: ensure that Section 8 voucher 
holders have a fair shot at securing a home in the community of their choice 

• Out-of-the Box: better housing access for formerly incarcerated 
• Ban the box for Housing Authorities 
• CA Dept of Corrections has significant resources meant to be support 

successful reentry (mostly workforce development). Invest part of the pool in 
opportunity housing? 

• Support cooperative ownership models 
 



Equitable Housing Policy Proposals for California  

• Restore rental inclusionary zoning post Palmer decision  
• Costa Hawkins reform (repeal CA restrictions on local rent control and just cause 

eviction protections 
• Vacancy Decontrol (allow strong rent control) 
• Limit exemptions for single family homes owned by corporate/large landlords 

• Prop. 13 reform: SCA – 5 “Make it Fair”  
• Identify and dedicate permanent source of affordable housing (long term funding) 
• Housing bonds (short term funding) 
• Public land for public use 
• Improved Data collection/planning (incorporate health impacts of displacement into 

CEQA and/or Sustainable Communities Strategy process. 
• Apply Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund/Cap & Trade auction proceeds to strengthen 

direct and indirect displacement requirements. 
• Robust anti-displacement strategies 



Visit the National Equity Atlas at 
http://nationalequityatlas.org/ 
 

Data Driven Decision Making 

http://nationalequityatlas.org/


Resources 
www.PolicyLink.org 
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More than education and jobs…. 

Reduce racial barriers and increase access to opportunity 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Thank You! 
 

 

Questions: 

Sarita Turner, Associate Director, PolicyLink | sarita@policylink.org 
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